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P S FA S H I O N

BY KAREN VITT / SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN

If there’s any woman who doesn’t need another

pair of jeans, it’s 25-year-old Chevy Croskey, an

aspiring stand-up comedian with a hard-core

shopping habit. Croskey says she buys a pair of

jeans almost every week, and she’s willing to 

spend for a flattering fit. 

“It’s rare to find inexpensive jeans that fit good

and flatter your backside,” Croskey says. “They 

will smash it or make it look wide, like a trailer. 

It’s no good. Nobody wants their butt looking all

smashed.” 

Croskey, who says she buys so many jeans

because she wears them almost every day, is not

shy about how she wants her booty to look in her

jeans. “I take pride in my backside,” she says. “I’ve

worked hard to make it look good. I want it to look

like an onion that’ll make you cry! Or an apple that

you’ll want to take a bite of,” she says with a laugh. 

Denim diva that she is, we still managed to track

down one style Croskey hadn’t tried. Blake

Nieman-Davis, owner of Blake, recommended

dark wash Joe’s Jeans in The Honey “Booty Fit,”

which he says come up higher in the back to

accommodate the rear and grab the waist better. 

denim issue:

BY MONIQUE BALAS / SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN

Ann Andrews of McMinnville had nearly given

up on finding a pair of denims that both fit and

flattered her 5-foot-1 frame. 

“It’s really hard to find petite clothes that are

trendy, especially when you’re so short,” she says

of her denim dilemma. “Just finding a pair of

jeans that feels good, fits and looks good — I

didn’t think it would happen.” 

That is, until she tried the Blujeanious spider

pocket boot cut jean. 

“They’re really soft fabric, and they feel

comfortable. And I like how they balance out my

hips, with the flared leg,” Andrews gushes. 

There’s a reason the flair is there, says Katy

McCracken, manager of Nolita. Flared legs make

the body seem more proportionate, whereas a

taper reverses the effect. 

“You don’t want to look for a bell-bottom or an

hour-glass jean. You want to look for a straight

look all the way down,” McCracken says. 

We think the change in Andrews was, well,

in-jean-ious. Andrews, as it turns out, thought

so too. “I could bend, I could chase my 3-year-

old,” she says. “I feel really comfortable in them!” 

BY VIVIAN McINERNY / THE OREGONIAN

Do you long for an hourglass figure but

barely clock a half-minute? Do you have the

dimensions of a paper doll turned sideways? 

What nature has forgotten, you can fix with

stretch cotton, low-rise cuts and perfectly

positioned pockets. 

“Let’s start with what you can do wrong,”

says Erica Archambault, a spokeswoman for

Gap. “You don’t want to wear jeans too tight or

too loose. Boyish figures, or those lacking in

the backside, can look more skeletal in tight

jeans, and big, loose jeans can look like there is

nothing holding them up.” 

Archambault recommends styles that sit low

on the waist. 

“That can help create the illusion of a curvy

body because it breaks up your torso,” she says. 

A touch of stretch in the denim will help jeans

hug the body “to create a more curvaceous

look,” she says. A boot cut or slightly flared leg is

complementary, but if pant legs are cut too

wide, a slender figure will get lost. 

And pay attention to pockets. 

“If the pockets go a little bit lower, they hug

underneath your backside so it creates that

look of a curve,” she says. 

Blue Cult takes the opposite approach to

pocket placement with its Buttlifter jeans,

designed to give the illusion of a rounder tush. 

“They’ve removed the yoke and raised the

back pockets up and inserted a dart that goes

deep into the pocket up to the waistband,”

says Kenny Wujeck, manager of Lit, which

carries Blue Cult and other jeans. “It’s not

necessarily for everyone. Some people don’t

like how high the pocket sits. It’s so personal.”

Try these on
Other leg-lengthening jeans to try:
Old Navy’s At Waist Boot Cut or Just Below Waist Boot Cut: The
boot cut is wider at the bottom but without too much flare. A too-wide
leg gives the appearance of being shorter, while a boot cut style tends to
be more flattering and balances the hips. $24.50-$32.50 at Old Navy
Express Denim Laboratory X2-W1 (Cetine): A slender fit, very low
rise and flared leg create a slimming, sexy look. The fabric, made of 34
percent Lycra, provides a comfortable “give.” $58 at Express
Diego “D” Jeans: While these jeans are flattering on any figure, says
Seth Aaron of Diego, they’re perfect for a more petite client. “They’re
snugger at the hips, taper through the knee and flare out like a boot 
cut. If you wear it with heels, that’s going to make your leg look five
inches longer because it’s hanging down longer and you have a heel.”
$120 at Diego. PS: Aaron cuts all his pants long but provides free 
in-store alterations to fit the jeans to the customer. He’ll also custom-
make a jean if a customer needs a different size.
Rock & Republic Banshees: “They’re just not cut quite as slim in 
the thigh, and they run really long,” McCracken says. “If you wear 
three-inch heels, they’d be completely hidden by the jean and you 
look taller.” $154 at Nolita

Fit tiPS
◆ Look for clean, consistent color
throughout the leg, avoiding
pants with a faded appearance in
the thigh. 

“Darker washes elongate your
legs because they give the
illusion of a svelte silhouette,”
Nolita’s Katy McCracken says.

◆ Jeans should extend as close
to the floor as possible. 

“The less shoe you show, the
longer your legs look,”
McCracken says.

◆ Rethink cropped pants. “If you
wear a cropped pant and have a
short leg, it chops your leg off,”
says Seth Aaron, owner of Diego.
“It instantly gives you the visual
that your legs drop off there.”

Fit tiPS
Fit the waist: “When you buy a pair of jeans, you have to fit the
waist,” says Blake Nieman-Davis, owner of Blake. “When you fit the
waist, generally it’s going to feel tight in the thighs and the rear,
but there is no such thing as a jean that doesn’t stretch. If you
don’t fit the waist properly, when it stretches out the whole jean
sinks down, and that’s why you get the sagging and the gapping.”
Don’t supersize it: “The problem is, women will feel like the
jeans are too tight, so they’ll buy a size up, and of course they’re
more comfortable because they’re bigger. But the problem is it
stretches, so then you start this pattern of washing and drying
them all the time, trying to shrink them back up to what they 
were when they were great.”
Pocket placement: “A couple of secret things that can
sometimes help are bigger pockets. Sometimes you can take a
bigger pocket or a pocket that’s misplaced by sliding it around 
or sliding it down, and that doesn’t focus everybody in so much
and kind of creates an illusion.”
Dark denim: “Darker denim is always going to be more 
slimming. It’s the same reason people wear black all the time —
it’s hard to make out the edge.” 

Try these on
Wet Seal 5-Pocket Stretch Jeans: “Not only do 
they make your butt look smaller, but they’re also
flattering to small butts,” says Amanda King, store
manager of Wet Seal at Lloyd Center. “They won’t 
make you look like you have no butt. They accentuate
the curves in a good way.” $19.50 at Wet Seal
Hydraulic Flat Pocket Jeans: “These have the
newest pocket details and a lower rise that helps give
the backside a little lift,” says Jennifer Munoz, a
spokeswoman for Meier & Frank. “The flat pockets 
are bigger, and set lower, guaranteed to flatter every
woman.” $29.99 at Meier & Frank
Baby Phat Jeans: “Baby Phat jeans have bigger
pockets and come in stretch denim, so they fit you 
in all the right places. They’re comfortable, too,” says 
Kim Nowaczyk, manager of Demo at Lloyd Center.
$59-$72 at Demo
7 for All Mankind Stretch Flare Jeans: “7 Jeans
always look great because they have big back pockets
that are set lower,” Nowaczyk says. $132 At Nordstrom

Wanted: Longer legs Wanted: More curves Wanted: A cute butt

The 
Still searching for the perfect jean?
We’ve found a pair for every body

Fit tiPS
◆ Baby want back? Jeans cut low in front and
higher in back; stretch fabric; front
“whiskering”; low-rise cuts; and large flares
help create curves where there are none.

◆ Flap pockets can put the “ooh” in booty, as
do strategically placed patches, embellishments
and embroidery. 

Try these on 
Baja Superflare: Hollister Co. clothes
are designed for young bodies. Jeans
with rainbow stitching on the pockets
and flares big enough to cover shoes 
can help create the illusion of curves.
$39.50 at Hollister Co.

Paris Blues faded flares: Every
company has a different name for it.
Paris Blue calls it “dip fit” or “contoured
waistband,” referring to the lower-in-
front rise. These jeans come with a
chiffon scarf that can accentuate the
waist. $20 at Meier & Frank

Gloria Vanderbilt Giselle Stretch

Boot Cut: More interested in the right fit
than cool labels? A low-rise boot cut with
slim fit through hips and thighs in classic
denim (with just a touch of stretch)
might do the trick. $27-$30 at Sears

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

Joe’s Jeans The Honey
“Booty Fit” $149 

At Blake and Soho Boutique

Blujeanious spider pocket
boot cut jean $142

At Nolita

Long and
Lean jean 

$58

At Gap
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